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ADMINISTRATION OF COCHIN 
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(17'th August 1915 to 15thA.VLgu.st 1916). 


CHAPTER I 


’ GENEEAL AND POLITICAL- 


PERSONNEL. 

T HE chief event of the year was the visit of His Highness the Raja to Madras Tours of His 
on the invitation of His Excellency the Governor of Madras to join the th “ 

committee formed under the presidency of His Excellency to supervise the ma¬ 
nagement of the Madras People’s Park Fair and Exhibition held for the benefit 
of the War Fund in December 1915. His Highness left Ernakulam early on the 
morning of 21st December 1915 (6th Dhanu 1091) and halting enroute at Cheru- 
thuruthy, took special train at Shoranur in the evening, reaching Madras on the 
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5. The Honourable Sir Harold Arthur Stuart, k. C. v. o., k. c. s. l, I. c. s., 
Member of the Executive Council of His Excellency the Governor of Madras, 
paid a passing visit to the State on the 9th January 1916 (25th Dhanu 1091), 
motoring from Chittur to Triehur. He left Trichur the same day for Madras. 

6- His Excellency Lord Pentland, the Governor of Madras, passed 
through the State in April 1916, while returning from a tour through the plant¬ 
ing districts of Travancore. His Excellency and party arrived at Ernakulam by- 
motor car from Kottayam on the evening of the 19th April 1916 (7th Medom 
1091) and halting for the night at Bolghaty Residency left Ernakulam by special 
train the next day. His Excellency’s visit was strictly private. 

7. His Highness the Maharaja of Travancore passed through the State 
on his way to Coonoor on the 23rd and 24th April 1916 (11th & 12th Medam 1091) 
and also on his -way back on the 25th May 1916 (12th Edavam 1091). 

8. Hour male and four female members were horn during the year in Hi s 
Highness the Raja’s family. 

9. Mr. R. A. Graham, I. c. s., continued to be the British Resident 
throughout the year. 

10. Mr. J. W. Bhore, b. a., i. c. s., continued to be the Diwan. 
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Salt (Es. 28,932), Stamps (Es. 76,821), Abkari and Ganja (Es. 60,127), Bcgistra- CHA1 '' 11 
tion (Rs. 12,990), Interest (Rs. 39,544), Education (Es. 11.640), Public 
Works (Es. 8,899) and Railway (Es. 25,228). Increases to a small extent are 
also noticeable under Agriculture and Fisheries (Rs. 4,266), Tramway (Es. 1,252), 

Anchal (Es. 812), Law and Justice (Es. 1,316), Jails (Rs. 65) and Police (Es. 43). 

The increase under ‘ Salt ’ was due to the enhancement of the duty 
on salt from Ee. 1 to Es. 1J from the 1st April 1916, while the higher rentals 
secured for the year and the collection of a large amount of outstanding arrears 
account for the higher revenue under the head ‘ Abkari and Ganja.’ Revival 
of trade and business in spite of the existing war conditions led to a rise in the 
1 Stamp ’ revenue and this, as well as the increased facilities afforded to the pub¬ 
lic by the opening of new Registry offices during the year, accounts for the 
increase under ‘ Registration.' The investment ^ in 1090 of the large surpluses 

Bank of India, Ltd., in fixed deposits brought in more revenue in the shape of 
‘Interest,’ and the order to credit to the Sirkar the sports fee collections as well 
as an increase in the strength of the different schools, accounts for the increase 
noticed under ‘ Education.’ A new item of receipt under ‘ Public Works ’ in 
1091 was the sale proceeds of the Ivurishupandikasala building at Mattanchery 
and the increase under ‘ Railway ’ is attributable to a growth in the volume of 
.traffic which showed a substantial recovery. The other items do not call for 

Against the above increases there were also decreases under a few 
heads, notably under ‘Land Revenue’ (Es. 32,136), ‘Customs’ (Us. 13,146), 

‘ Tobacco ’ (Rs. 5,341), and ‘ Forests ’ (Es. 16,851). There were during the year 
no sales of accretions or other valuable lands as in previous years and this, as 
well as the relinquishment of some of the coffee estates by their European 
lessees who, it is reported, have gone to the front and the consequent fall in the 
quit-rent realised for such lands account for the decrease under ‘ Land Revenue.’ 

The Darbar’s share of the customs .collection at British Coehm liavmg fallen 
•below that realised in 1090 there was an appreciable decrease under that head, 
while lower rentals fetched at the sale of the tobacco shops for 1091 and the 
depression of trade in foreign timber markets owing to the war, affected the 
‘ Tobacco ’ and ‘ Forest ’ revenue of the State during the year. 

15. The total expenditure under service heads amounted to Es. 44,71,082, service 
as against Es. 48,32,400 provided for in the budget and Es. 46,60,500 in the re-Eipmaitun. 
vised estimates. Compared with the actuals of the previous year, namely 
Es. 44,59,793, there was an excess expenditure of Es. 11,289 during the year 
under report- Increases are prominent under (1) Agriculture and Fisheries 
(Rs. 13,936), (2) Palace (Es. 12,950), (3) Excise (Es. 12,978), (4) /Tramway 
(Rs. 6,385), (5) Registration (Rs. 7,192), (6) Law and Justice (Rs. 7,058), 

(7) Education (Es. 32,608), (8) Medical (Es. 22,819), (9) Sanitation and Conservancy 
(Es. 1,59,507) and (10) Railway (Es. 91,063). The holding of the sixth Agri¬ 
cultural and Industrial Exhibition at Ernakulam, the improvements effected to 
the. public gardens and avenues of the State and the wider activity of the 
department necessitated an increase of expenditure under ‘ Agriculture and 
Fisheries’. The increase under ‘ Palace ’ is due to the increase under fixed allow¬ 
ances paid to the stipendiary Thampurans. The acquisition of the Kokalai ' 
Distillery at Trichur, the survey of a new alignment for the Tramway by way of 
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FINANCIAL REVIEW 


CHAP. II. 


18. The following statement compares the financial position of the State f 
at the end of the year with that at the commencement of the year. 


4 % debenture loan 
Deposits including Devaswom Fund,! 
Town Fund, Palace Fund, Provident! 
Fund etc. I 

Bemittances pending adjustment. 


the beginning, of the ■ 


10,00,000 

11,30,334 

1,27,185 


1,30,433 


22,57,519 


19,24,581 


Advances recoverable 
Bemittances pending adjustme 
Departmental balances 
General balance investments 

’ ^Stoking Fund 1 ...° 

Cash Balance 


Total 

Net surplus 


1,91,857 

73,057 


13,26,130 

36,20,155 

13,62,636 


1,55,975 

54,052 

3,370 


15,15,418 

36,33,671 

17,09,090 


19. It will be seen from the above that the year under report began with Net surplus.! 
a net asset of Es. 13,62,636 and closed with a net asset of Es. 17,09,090, as against 
Ks. 14,65,836 anticipated in the revised estimate for the year, after completely 
providing for all liabilities against the State and in spite of the higher demands 
of some of the administrative departments. The actual asset was thus Es. 2,43,254 
in excess of the anticipated figure. 



CHAPTER II 


(1) Regulation I of 1091.—“ A Regulation to amend the Cochin Revenue 
Recovery Regulation, IV of 1083,” extending the applicability of the period of 
limitation fixed for bringing suits under the Regulation to suits brought under 
the Regulation against any party. 

('!) Regulation II of 1091.—“ A Regulation to amend the Cochin Hindu 
Religious Institutions Regulation, I of 1081, ” extending the definition of the 
term ‘Devaswam Superintendent'. 

(3) Regulation III of 1091.—“ The Cochin Steam Boilers and Prime- 
Movers Regulation, ” providing for the inspection and management of Steam 
Boilers and Prime Movers in the State. 

(4) Regulation IV of 1091.—“ A Regulation to amend the Cochin Te¬ 
nancy Regulation II of 1090 ”, providing for the refusal to accept for registration 
documents drawn up in contravention of the provisions of the Tenancy Re- 



eclamation dated 31st Medam 1091 to repatriate hostile foreigners 
and to prohibit them from transferring property within the State, 
le following rules were also issued under the various Regulations in 


(1) Rules under sections 9 and 11 of the Cochin Motor Vehicles Regula¬ 
tion, II of 1089. 

(2) Revised rules under Regulation I of 1012, regarding plague. 

(3) Rules under sections 9 and 11 of the Cochin Motor Vehicles Regula¬ 
tion, II of 1089. 

(4) Rules under sections 31 and 32 of the Cochin Steam Boilers aud 
Prime Movers Regulation, III of 1091. 
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-- -CHAP. III. 

23. At the close of the year under report the following legislative Legislative 
measures were under consideration of the Darbar:— mrs seres undo. 

(1) Proclamation regarding the grouping of the Devaswoms. (Since 
issued). 

(2) Public Canals and Backwater Navigation Bill. 

(3) Extradition Bill. 

(4) Succession Certificate Bill. 

(5) Revenue Recovery Amendment Bill- 

(6) Insolvency Bill. 

(7; Cattle Diseases Prevention Bill. 

(8) Christian Marriage Bill. 

(9) Lunacy Bill. 

(10) Companies Bill. 
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<3HAP IV. ---- 

A rural industrial school was opened during the year as an experiment in the 
Chittur Taluk. The school in the very first year of its existence is full. The 
experiment will now be extended to other suitable centres. The question of 
improving the indigenous schools in the State is under consideration. The 
department can look with satisfaction on a measure of progress and growth 
during the year, which all things considered, must be characterised as- 
substantial. 

45. In regard to the tanning industry referred to in the last year’s report, 
the Darbar regret that nothing practical has materialised. The tanning expert, 
Mr. Raghava Kurup, after investigation submitted his report on the prospects 
of a tannery in the State and the lines on which it should be started and 
worked. His report was published for general information and the Darbar also 
issued a Press Communique offering substantial assistance if local enterprise and 
capital were forthcoming to start the industry. The Diwan also held conferences 
of leading'merchants in the State and explained the details of the project and 
the extent of support the Darbar were willing to give. The idea however met 
with no practical response from private capitalists owing probably to the 
stringency of the money market due to present war conditions. 

46. The question of starting a bamboo pulp factory has engaged the 
attention of the Darbar for a longtime. During the year, the Conservator of 
Forests completed certain experiments and enquiries in regard to the cost of raw 
materials to enable some definite conclusions to be reached. A small committee 
consisting of the Conservator and two non-official business gentlemen lias now 
been appointed to conduct enquiries into the business prospects of the industry 
in Cochin and submit a comprehensive report. 




GHAPTER ¥. 


AD MINISTRATI VE DEPARTMENTS. 


I. LAND EE VENUE 

T HE Divan Peishkar continued to be in charge of the Land Revenue, ad¬ 
ministration. including Land Records, Estate and Water Pandals. He also 

48- The total area under cultivation during the year was 5,00,053 acres,— 
2,07,271 acres under wet or paddy and 2,9-2,782 under dry—as against 4,98,499 in 
1090. The increase was due to the assignment of back-water reclamations, forest 
exclusions and the cultivation of disafforested Chittur Kanorn lands sold in 1089. 
An extent of 13,062 acres was under kole cultivation, as against 12,990 acres in 
1090. The slight variation is due to the experiment of cultivation of the kole 
lands by rotation adopted during the year 1090. A remission of assessment 
amounting to Es. 1,914 on the uncultivated lands utilised for storing water was 
sanctioned this year also. The trial proved fairly successful in its v-orking 

49. The total current demand for the year under Land Revenue proper 
was Rs. 10,71,933, as against Rs. 10,71,359 in 1090. The demand under Land 
Revenue Miscellaneous fell from Rs. 63,799 to Rs. 61,800. The difference is due 
to the fluctuating nature of several of the items. There was during the year a 
demand of Rs. 19,102 under ‘Capital’, as against Rs. 42,532 in 1090. The heavy 
fall is due to the fact that there were no accretions or other valuable lands for sale 
in the year as in previous years. The aggregate demand under Land Revenue 
amounted to Rs. 11,45,835, of which Rs. 11,45,668 were collected and Rs. 123 
written off, leaving a balance of Rs. 144 at the end of the year as against Rs. 177 
in 1090. The percentage of collection to the current demand continued to be 99'9. 

50. The arrear demand at the beginning of the year amounted to 
Rs. 525, as against Rs. 871 in 1090, of which Rs. 120 were collected, leaving a 

61. The total revenue collected under all heads of Land Revenue 
amounted to Rs. 11,45,792, as against Rs. 11,77,860 in 1090 or 99’9 per cent of the ,0 
total demand as in previous years. 

52. The total expenditure under Land Revenue including that on Co¬ 
operative Societies amounted to Rs. 1,97,124, as against Rs. 2,01,179 in 1090. 
The decrease is due to the fact that no contribution had to be paid for topogra¬ 
phical survey this year. 

53. The total number of cases involving coercive measures was 5,010, as 
against 5,545 in 1090. Out of these 6,010 cases, 4,944 were only demand notices ;s 
and 41 distraints. There were only 8 eases of sale of movable properties, 6 cases 
of Nadupattam and 11 cases of sale of land. 












[1091 


year. The total net profits earned by the societies amounted to Rs- 2,239, of 
which a sum of Es. 1,213 was carried to the Reserve Eund. 

72. The rates of interest continued to be the same as in the previous year, 
advanced to^meiribers- ° ° u C y 1 


nl 


1090. 


undelivered balance of 
salt was raised from 
nd the enhanced rate of 
v. iherc was a balance 
1 e of 1344 

• ddmsr these, the total 

ununst o.lG.lol maunds 
ol 1 1 the 

l hi B ya 1 at 

t 0 of 83 

. ol salt per head of 
c., 21 84 lbs. The total 
.w-pcc price at the rate 
or the salt supplied to 
t E 3,83,617 in the 


4 salt sold during the year together wi 
a maund recovered from the salt cont 
the fish-curing yard, amounted to Rs. 4,08.433. a 

74. There has been a slight fall in fish-curing operations as compared 
with the previous year, the quantity of fish cured during the year being 29,153 
maunds, as against 30,862 raauncls in 1090. The receipts and expenditure on 
account of the yard were Rs. 2,319 and Rs. 2,335 respectively, the transaction 
resulting in a deficit of Es. 16, as against Es. 196 in 1090. 

re reported and all these were 


76* The Abkari administration of all the taluks remained the same as in 
the previous year. The arrack required for the State continued to be sup¬ 
plied from the distillery at Trichur. The temporary warehouse at Ernakulam 
received its stock from the distillery and supplied the taluks of Cochin-Kanaya- 
nur and Cranganur, while Mukundapuram and the three northern taluks were 
supplied direct from the distillery. The total rental for the year of all the arrack 
and toddy shops and toddy farms in the State amounted to Es- 3,90,129 including 
Es. 14,295 apportioned to Cranganur, as against Es. 4,38,2.72 in 1090. 


Out of the year’s total demand of Rs. 4,20,143 including the previous 
year’s balance of Es. 30,014, all but a small amount of Es. 8,464 was collected in 
the year. Of this balance, a sum of Rs. 1,410 was written off, while Rs. 4,667 re¬ 
present the total amount of remission of kists sanctioned by the Darbar to the 
toddy licensees of the Mukundapuram taluk in consideration of the depression 
consequent on the European War. The amount pending collection at the end 
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92- There were 15 elephants in the charge of the department at the begin¬ 
ning of the year. Five new captures were made during the year by means of 
departmental operations, one of which, a big tusker, died in the kraal* Thus the 
total number of elephants in the charge of the department when the year closed 
was 19. An expenditure of Rs. 1,136 was incurred for digging new pits and repair¬ 
ing old ones in the Kodasseri and 0. W. C. Ranges and patrolling them. All the 
new captures were trained during the year at a cost of Rs. 1,050. 

93. 30,177 candies of teak, 1,510 candies of blackwood, 9,087 candies of 
other species and 3,931 tons of firewood were removed by Sirkar agency; 2,240 
candies of teak, 336 candies of blackwood, 15,492 candies of other species, 1,73,950 
bamboos and 678 tons of firewood besides firewood valued at Rs. 12,784 were 
removed by purchasers and consumers; and produce valued at Rs. 1)82 was confis¬ 
cated. The disposal of the produce removed by Sirkar agency was 12,484 can¬ 
tors of firewood. Besides the above, standing trees to the value of'Rs. 15,910 

and from assigned lands. The increase in the yield and disposal of teak 
by Sirkar agency was due to the collection and sale of toplings from the 
Nenunara Range. The decrease in the yield and disposal of blackwood was due 
to their limited collection from the working coupes and to their limited sale in 
foreign markets on account of the war. The collection of junglewood toplings 
by the Sirkar agency from the Machad and Nemmara Ranges accounted for the 
increase in the yield of other species, and their limited demand owing to the war, to 
the decrease in their disposal. The stock of felled and collected timber lying at 
the end of the year in the several depots was 36,534 candies, of which 18,059 were 
teak, 8,764 rosewood and 9,711 other species. The value of the balance stock is 
estimated approximately atSs. 7,76,192. 

94. The Trichur Timber and Saw Mills leased out to Rao Sahib 
T- Nambcrumal Chetty continued to be under his management. During the 
year 1091,12,492 candies of teak were delivered to the lessee and the value thereof 
at Rs. 18 per candy was fully realised. Besides this, a sum of Rs. 64,469 was 
also realised from the lessee towards the Darbar’s share of the profits on the mill 
operations. 

95. The receipts and expenditure of the department for the year were 
Rs. 5,89,207 and Rs. 2,45,159, as against Rs. 6,06,058 and Rs. 2,74,960 respec¬ 
tively in the previous year and as against the revised estimates of Rs. 5,88,900 and 
Rs. 2,45,000 for the year. The receipts for the year are thus more than the re¬ 
vised estimate by Rs. 307. The expenditure, which includes the cost of the tram¬ 
way anchal offices and half the cost of the tramway hospitals, has exceeded the 
revised estimate "by Rs. 159 but is much less than the budget estimate which 
amounted to Rs. 2,56,000. The net revenue of the department for the year 
amounted to Rs. 3,44,048. Against this has to be set off a sum of Rs. 1,21,520 on 
account of the maintenance charges of the Forest tramway for the year, which is 
debitable to the Forest department. The actual net revenue therefore was 
Rs. 2,22,528, as against Rs. 2,15,963 in 1090. 

TRAMWAY. ' 

96. The total length of the permanent way opened up for traffic, in¬ 
cluding the double lines on the inclines, remained the same as that in the previous 
year, viz,, 52 milesTS‘4 chains. No new sidings were put up during the year but 
all the ’existing sidings were maintained for facility of loading. All the 
eight engines in stock were running on the line during the year and 65 
pairs of trucks were available for timber traffic, as against 59 pairs in the 
previous year. There was no accident during the year. 
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97. For purposes of traffic the whole line of the tramway was, as in 
previous years, divided’ into three sections. Two trains were generally run 
daily in each of these sections. The number of traffic days during the year was 
-345, as against 344 in the previous year. 20,633 candies of timber were trans¬ 
ported by the tramway in 1091, as against 23,845 candies in 1090, the average 
daily transport being 59'8 candies, against 69-31 candies in 1090. The other 
articles of transport in the year were 2,416 tons of firewood and 6,660 sleepers 
besides odas, boats, canes, bamboos, spokes and felloes and some minor forest 
produce. The receipts under private traffic during the year amounted to 
Bs. 24,687, as against Es. 23,435 in the previous year. 

98. Seven bridges were taken up for reconstruction during the year, of 
which six were completed. The defects on other bridges were also attended to.' 
Petty construction and repairs to buildings on the tramway were also executed 
as usual. The workshop at Chalakudi continued as before to undertake works 
for other departments on a large scale. The entire length of 48 miles of the 
telephone line worked satisfactorily. 

99. The expenditure under ‘ maintenance ’ for the year amounted to 
Rs. 1,14,738, as against Es. 1,15,135 in the previous year. An expenditure of 
Es. 6,782 was also incurred during the year under ‘ capital ’ for the survey of 
the tram line. The total expenditure of the department therefore was Es. 1,21,520 
as against Es. 1,24,200, the revised estimate for the year. 

IV. MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE. 

ANCHAL. 

100. The total number of anchal offices in the State including the two 
branch offices on the Forest tramway was 48 as in the previous year. Seven 
letter boxes were newly opened while one was closed during the year thus making 
a total of 90 letter boxes attlie end of the year, as against 84 at the end of 1090. 
The length of the mail line remained the same as in the previous year, namely 319 
miles exclusive of the 41J miles on the tramway. The number of articles 
carried by anchal during the year was 13,79,554, as against 12,12,717 in the 
previous year. Of these, 3,67,479 were Sirkar articles and 10,12,075 private ones, 
as against 4,62,794 and 7,49,923 respectively in 1090- 

The Dead Letter Office received and disposed of 3,524 articles, as against 
3,298 in the previous year. 

101. The receipts and expenditure of cho department during the year were 
Es. 37,426 and Es. 31,266, as against Es. 36,614 and Es. 31,074 in the previous 
year. The net income derived by the State from the department for the year 
amounted to Es. 6,160, as against Es. 5,540 in the previous year. 

BAILWAY. 

102. The State railway was, as in the preceding year, worked by the 
South Indian Baihvay Company under the agreement entered iuto with them in 
.January 1908. 

103. The gross earnings of the railway daring the year 1915-16 amounted 
to Es. 6,94,023, as against Es. 6,68,795 in the previous year. Deducting from 
this an expenditure of Es. 4,86,389 on account of working charges (including the 

■ Company’s share of the surplus profits according to the agreement), the net re¬ 
ceipts came to Es. 2,07,634 which represent 29'92 per cent of the gross receipts. 
The net earnings gave a return of 2'91 per cent, for the year 1915-16 on the 
. capital outlay of Es. 71,20,473. 
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and 113 respectively in 1090- Including 3 cases pending at the close of the previous prosecutions, 
year, there were in all 12 private prosecutions launched against the police. Of these 
all except 4 were disposed of during the year under report and ail the accused 
officers and men concerned in them were discharged. The revision petition pre¬ 
sented by the 3rd grade Head Constable in the Chief Court in 1090 was dismissed 
by that court. The Head Constable has since been retired. As in the previous ro- 

yoar, there were 3 escapes from police custody. One of the escaped prisoners 
has been recaptured but the others arc still at large. The constables responsible 
for the escapes are beum prosecuted or dealt with departmentally. 

109. The total number of cases reported during the year under the Penal Crinie 
Code and the local and special laws was 1.206, as against 1.07o in 1090. This, 
together with the 20 cases with which the year opened, made a total of 1,226 
cases for police investigation, as against 1,107 cases m 1090. Of the 1,206 cases 
reported during the year, 16J. were liou-oognncable, b29 cognisable and 216 under 
local and snecial laws. Of the 1.22(> cases tor investigation. 1,206 were disposed 
of. leaving a balance of 20 cases at the close oi the year, the percentage oi disposal 
being 9b ■->, as against 9b 1 m 1090. Including Oo cases pending at the close of the 
previous vear. there were l.Oco cases for disposal by the courts, of which 958 were 
disposed of. leaving a balance ot bO at the close of the year. Of the 95b cases dis¬ 
posed ot by the Courts. e>9b cndc-d mconvicttoii. 9b m acquittal or discharge, 9 
m removal to block register and 4o m compromise, etc. The percentage of conviction PerceuUgc of 
to charged cases rose from 87 9 m 1090 to 891 m 1091. The average duration of ,;oav,ctloa - 
charged and referred cases under the Penal Code was Tr30 and 28’93 days res¬ 
pectively. against loT4and 27 43 days respectively m the previous year. The 
total number of grave crimes reported and detected was 030 and 431 respectively, Grave crimes, 
against o23 and 34b respectively in 1090. The number of murder and culpable 
homicide cases reported was 1 and 6 respectively, against 7 and 9 respectively in 
1090. There was a great increase m the number of grave crimes reported 
during the year. The percentage of detection was 68, as against 67 in the previous 
year. Inclusive of the 18 cases pending at the beginning of the year, the police 
had 64b cases of grave crimes for investigation, of which 432 or 66'66 per cent 
wore charged, as against 63 20 in the previous year. The magistrates had for 
disposal 472 cases including 40 pending from the year 1090. Of these, 428 
were disposed of, 3o0 ending m conviction and 7b m discharge or acquittal. 

The accused in 12 cases died or escaped. 32 cases were pending disposal at the 
close of the year. The percentage of conviction remained the same as in the pre¬ 
vious year, viz., 8T7. 10 cases were declared by the police as maliciously false and False cases. 
•9S were referred as due to mistake of fact or law. Steps are being taken to prose¬ 
cute the complainants in all the above 10 cases. The total loss of property 
involved in cases reported to the Police during the year was Es. 19,311 and the Recovery of 
property recovered came to Es. 10,256 or 53T0 per cent, as against 67’77 per propcrty * 
cent in 1090. The property concerned in charged cases was worth Rs. 9,105, of 
which Es. 7,605 or 83'5 per cent were recovered, as against 82‘5 in the previous 
year- Including 28 persons who were awaiting trial at the beginning of the year, 

84 persons were put up before the first class magistrates under the security Prcventloa ' 

sections of the Criminal Procedure Code, as against 117 in the previous year. Of 
these, 26 were bound over, 36 discharged, cases against 3 entered in the block 
register and 19 were awaiting trial at the close of the year, as against 31, 55, 3 
and 28 respectively in 1090. 288 finger impression slips were received for record Finger Prinfc 

during the year and they were all classified and filed. The total number of Bureau, 

slips on record at the end of the year came to 4,229. 326 references -were received 
during the year for search of previous convictions, of which 25 were traced, the 
corresponding figures for the previous year being 399 and 18 respectively. 







bad for disposal 23 appeals involving 31 persons, as 
1. All the appeals were disposed of. Of the 31 persons 
disposed of, the sentences on 24 were confirmed, 
The average duration of appeals disposed of was 22’3 


Magistrate inspected the Anjikaimal First Class Magis- inspection. 
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GIVIXj justice. 

125. The number of courts that exercised original jurisdiction during the 
year was the same as in the previous year, viz., 6 Munsiffs 1 ’ Courts and 2 District 
Courts. Appellate jurisdiction was exercised by the two District Courts and the 
Chief Court. 

120. The total number of suits instituted and appeals filed in the year was “'s* 4 ' 0 "- 
15,855 and 904, against 13,491 and 932 respectively in the previous year. The 
total number of suits and appeals disposed of was 15,009 and 1,030, as against 
13,351 and 891 respectively in 1090. 

127. The munsiffs had 1,041 cases at the beginning of the year, received orioinad 
15,421 cases and disposed of 15,222 cases during the year, leaving 1,240 cases l Sn™ S ' 
pending disposal at the end of the year. Of the 1,240 suits pending at the end of Crarts - 
the year, 201 were over 6 months old and 979 below six months, against 5 over 3 
years, 2 over 2 years, 1 overl year, 221 over 6 months and 812 below six months 
in the previous year. The District Judges had 250 cases at the beginning of the c Jjj drid; 
year (240 original suits and 10 summary suits under the Tenancy Regulation), 
received 434 eases, and disposed of 387, leaving a balance of 303 cases (290 original 
suits and 7 summary suits under the Tenancy Regulation), as against 220, 316, 

296 and 240 respectively in 1090. Of the 290 original suits pending, one was 
above 5 years, one over 4 years, 4 above 3 years, 3 above 2 years, 69 above 1 year, 

84 above 6 months and 134 below 6 months, as against nil, 1, 2,9,40, 06 and 122 
respectively in the previous year. The munsiffs and District Judges disposed of contested 
4,210 and 238 contested suits respectively, as against 3,512 and 230 respectively suits - 
in 1090. The average duration of contested suits rose in the ease of original suits 
in the Munsiffs 7 Courts of Ernakulam and Irinialakuda and in the case of small 
causes in those of Cochin, Irinjalakuda and Wadakauchery. The average duration 
of contested original suits disposed of by the district courts has increased in 
the Anjikaimal District Court from 11 months and 6 days to 11 months and 9 
days and in the Triehur District Court from 8 months and 24 days to 10 months 
and 8 days. The percentage of the appealable decisions of the munsiffs appealed 
against and the percentage of such decisions confirmed on appeal were 11'08 and 
52'73, against 12'6 and 56'95 respectively in the previous year. The decisions of, 0 *‘ lllrtl 
the District Judges were appealed against in 85‘S per cent., 48’78 per cent, of 
which were confirmed on appeal, as against 43'2 and 43'5 respectively in 1090. 

Including arrears, the munsiffs and District Judges had for disposal 16,496 and 
808 applications respectively for the execution of decrees, as against 13,408 and EMOuaoo 
815 respectively in the previous year. Of these, 15,870 and 701 were disposed of, 
against 12,925 and 734 respectively in 1090. 

128. The District Judges bad 283 appeals at the beginning of the year, 
received 699, and disposed of 713, leaving 269 as arrears’, as against 228, 659, ranavno™ 
604 and 283 respectively in the previous year. Of the 269 appeals pending at 0 ra )‘ v ‘ ct 
the close of the year, one was over 1 year old, 75 over 6 months and 193 below 
6 months, as against nil, 63, and 220 in 1090. The average duration of appeals 
decided after contest by the District Court of Anjikaimal rose from 137 to 171 
days but it fell in the Triehur District Court from 168 days to 164 days. The 
Chief Court began the year with 170 appeals (100 A. Ss. and 70 S. As.), received 
265 (114 A. Ss. and 151 S. As.) and disposed of 323 (164 A. Ss. and 159 S. C oM. ctef 
As.), leaving a balance of 112 (50 A."Ss. and 62 S. As.) at the close of the 
year, as against 194, 263, 287 and 170 in the previous year. The average 
duration of contested regular and second appeals disposed of by the Chief Court 
-was 267. and 202 days respectively, against 345 and 241 days respectively in 1090. 
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135. Of the total number of 51,536 documents registered, 51,315 or 99'57 
*• per cent, were registered on the day of presentation, as against 99’64 percent, in the 
previous year. Of the remaining, 218 were registered within one week and three 
after one week. 112 documents were refused’registration, as against 96 in 1090. 
, Including the four registration appeals pending disposal at the end of the previous 
year, the Superintendent had in all 59 oases for disposal, of which 54 were dis¬ 
posed of, leaving 5 pending at the close of the year. Eegistration was ordered 
in 47 appeals and the remaining 7 were dismissed, the percentage of confirmation 
being 12’06, as against 9’76 in 1090. 
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208- The total number of girls’ schools in the State during the year was I'emab 
63 (40 Sirkar and 23 aided), the same as in the previous year. The number of girls li0 °- 
attending the Sirkar and aided schools was 16,184, as against 13,824 in 1090. 

Of the 40 Sirkar girls’ schools, one was the V. J. G. L. & I. School, six were 
lower secondary schools, 32 were primary schools and one was special. Of the 
23 aided schools, one was a high school, one a lower secondary school, 18 were 
primary schools and three special schools, as in previous year. 

209. As in the previous year there were two fully developed high schools airlB . Hi) 
for girls, viz., the Victoria Jubilee Girls’ Literary and Industrial School, Triehur, S<*°oi. 
and the St. Theresa’s Convent School, Emakulam. For the School Leaving 
Certificate Examination, 7 candidates appeared from the former, of whom two 
were successful, as against 6 and nil in the previous year. From the latter insti¬ 
tution 12 candidates appeared, but none of them passed, as against 11 and 2 
respectively in 1090. 












210. The Sirkar continued to maintain two special schools, viz., the Sirkar- 
Training School and the Government Technical, Commercial and Industrial 
School in addition to the V. J. G. Ij. and I. School, as in 1090- The Chittur In¬ 
dustrial School was opened towards the end of the year making the total 


211. The total strength of the Training School was 385, as against 399- 
in 1090. Of these 385 pupils, 74 were pupil teachers undergoing training (48 
males and 26 females) and 311 pupils belonged to the model section. There were 
196 candidates for the Trained Teachers’ Examination, as against 185 in the 
previous year. Out of the 196 candidates who appeared for this Examination, 72 
passed. The net cost to the Sirkar of maintaining the institution was Es. 19,097, 
as against Es. 18,265 in 1090. 

212. The industrial section included arts, weaving, smithy, carving, 
bell-metal, rattan work, carpentry, mat-making and electroplating. The 
strength in the above sections of different industries was 42, 17, 13, 16, 12, 20, 
19, 24, and 14 respectively or a total of 177, as against 41, 9, 8, 15, 11,12, 12, 
14 and 13 respectively or a total of 135 in the previous year. The commercial 
and technical sections were comprised of the purely commercial class, vernacular 
commercial class, and School Final class, the strength in each during the year 
being 32, 8, and nil respectively or a total of 40, as against 60 in the previous 
year'. The total strength of the institutions was thus 217, as against 195 in 1090. 
Out of 42 students sent up from the arts section for the Madras Government 
technical examination in different subjects, 34 were successful, as against 41 
and 20 in the previous year. The total cost of the institution for the year 
came to Es. 16,402, as against Es. 16,431 in 1090. 

213. The number of aided special schools was 6, as against 9 in 1090. The 
total strength of these institutions was 231, as against 332 in the previous year. 
The total grants given by the Sirkar to these schools during the year was 
Es. 1,344, as against Es. 1,865 in 1090. 

214. Of the 1,173 and 1,006 teachers in the Sirkar and aided schools, 568 
and 218 respectively were trained men, as against 504 and 182 respectively in the 
previous year. There was.thus an appreciable increase in the number of trained 
teachers both in the Sirkar and aided schools- 

215. Besides the Director of Education, the inspecting staff consisted of 
the Chief Inspector of Schools, two Deputy Inspectors and one Inspectress of 
Girls’ Primary Schools, as in the previous year. 

216. The total amount of grant disbursed during the year was Es. 1,28,531, 
as against Es. 1,08,349 in 1090. The increase in grant for the year was due to 
the increase in the employment of better qualified teachers and the large number 
of new schools taken into the aided list. Besides grants-in-aid to schools a sum 
of Es. 10,983 was spent during the year for stipends and scholarships. In addi¬ 
tion to the scholarships allowed for technical and industrial education and the 
stipends paid to the students undergoing training, the following scholarships were 
awarded during the year:—(1) One senior university scholarship of Es. 15 pay¬ 
able in eaoh'of the three classes of the B. A. (Honours) course, (2) six junior uni¬ 
versity scholarships of Es. 10 each in the senior and junior intermediate classes 
of the Ernakulam College, (3) 62 upper secondary scholarships of Es. 5 each, of 
which 22 are tenable for three years, 20 for two years and 20 for one year, (4) 
lower secondary scholarships (anglo-vernacular) of Es. 3 each, of which 26 
are tenable for three years, 25 for two years, and 25 for one year (5) 82 lower 
secondary scholarships (vernacular) of Bs. 3 each, of which 26 are tenable for 
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four years, 23 for three years, 23 for two years, and 10 for one year. In addition to 
these, for girls studying in girls’ high schools three special scholarships of Rs. 5 
each wore given, of which two aro tenable for two years aud one for one year. 
Over and above these State scholarships and stipends, there were scholarships 
and prizes instituted by private gentlemen. 

217. There was as usual close co-operation between the two States, Tva- 

218. The total receipts and expenditure of the department for the year 
were Rs. 1,27,837 and Bs. 5,26,094, as against Es. 1,16,197 and Es. 4,93,486 
respectively in 1090. The net expenditure to the Sirkar on ‘ Education ’ during 
the year was Es. 3,98,257 or Es. 20,968 more than in 1090. Of these, 7'4 per 
cent, was spent oil direction and inspection, 63’5 per cent, on Sirkar schools, and 
24/4 per cent, on aided schools, as against 8 per cent., 65'1 per cent, and 2V8 per 
cent, respectively in 1090. Classified according to branches of instruction, 9'7 
per cent, of the net outlay on education was spent ou direction and inspection, 
2’1 per cent, on collegiate education, 1P6 per cent, on secondary education and 
59'4 per cent, on primary education, as against 10’4 per cent., 2'9 per cent., 11’3 
per cent, aud 60T per cent, respectively in 1090. 

219. The inter-school sports were held during the year and they were 
confined to high schools, the lower secondary schools being allowed to hold 
local sports. Apart from this, due attention was paid to the physical exercise of 

220. Mr. E. Devaraja Iyer, Mathematics Lecturer of the Ernakulam 
College, continued to be. the warden in charge of the Residential Palace during 
the year. There were 8 Thampurans residing in the Residential Palace during - 
the year, the number being tbe same as in the previous year. Of the 8 Thampn- 
rans, three were in the School Pinal class and they were all successful in the 
public examination- Two Thampurans were in the fifth form and two in the 
fourth form. They were all promoted to the higher classes. One Thampuran who 
was in the School Pinal class had to discontinue his studios owing to ill-health. 
The library and reading room attached to the Residential Palace continued to 
be made good use of by the wards as in the previous year. 

221. The 15th Thampuran continued to be tbe guardian of the younger 
members of His Highness ’ family throughout the year. The number of wards 
studying in the Tripunithura District High School was 19, the same as in the pre¬ 
vious year. Physical exercise of the wards of the Residential Palace and the 
young Thampurans under the guardian Thampuran at Tripunithura continued 
to receive adequate attention. The general health of the Thampurans at both 

222. The Palace Girls’ School continued to do\isefuI work under manage¬ 
ment of the 15th Thampuran. The strength of the school at the end of the 
year was 69, as against 55 in the previous year. Needle.work and drawing were 
introduced in the year as optional courses. 

223. As in the previous year, the stall consisted of 3 Lecturers, one on 
Es. 60 and two on Es. (45-60) each and one Manager and Secretary on Rs. 30. 
The year opened with 25 pupils, 4 in the Vedanta class, 4 in the junior and 2 in the 
senior Vykarana class. The number of pupils in the Nyaya class was 15, 9 in the 
junior and 6 in the senior. The strength at the end of the year fell to 23. 
Two regular examinations were held in addition to the usual periodical examina¬ 
tions, as in the previous year. The results of the examinations were reported to 
be satisfactory. 
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SCIENTIFIC AND MINOR DEPARTMENTS. 

Ethnography. 

‘241. Mr. L. K. Anantakrishna Iyer, b. a., l. t.. Curator of the State Mu¬ 
seum and Superintendent of Zoological Gardens, continued _ to be ex-officio in 
charge of the ethnographical researches. He conducted original researches in 
regard to the anthropology of the Syrian Christians. The prelimiary chapters of 
his general observations on the customs and manners of the various castes dealt 
with in the first two volumes of the Cochin Tribes and Castes were also prepared 
during the year. In response to the invitation from the Syndicate of the Madras 
University, Mr. Anantakrishna Iyer delivered a course, of nine special university 
lectures on Indian ethnology. 

Archeology. 

242. Ruins and monuments of 1 st 1 1 I logical interest 

continued to be under the supervision of tl P bl M 1 1 i t nant. They arc 

reported to he preserved in good condition. 

THE STATE MUSEUM. 

243. The Museum comprises the f 11 — 



in the previous vear. There have been substantial additions to all the sections 
of the museum except geology and arclueology. I he numismatic section of 
the museum was developed during the year. 29 Mughal silver coins in all were 
presented to the State museum by the Asiatic Society, Bombay, and by the Coin 
Committee, Lucknow. A fairly good collection of Mysore and Mughal gold and 
silver coins, 49 in number, was also presented to the museum by the Darbar. 41 
silver coins were purchased from the Provincial Museum, Lucknow. All these 
formed important additions to the numismatic gallery. The library which had 
made a fairly good beginning during the previous year was supplemented by the, 
addition of as many as 120 volumes from the Huzur Library, Ernakulam. 40 
new volumes were added to the valuable set of boobs on Ethnology and allied 
subjects during the year. 

The number of visitors to the museum and zoo during the year was 
27,729, as against 31,724 in 1090. There was thus a decrease in the number of 
visitors compared with that of the previous year. This decrease in the number of 
visitors is explained as being due to incorrect registry. Students and teachers of the 
local educational institutions and of those outside visited the museum and were 
given demonstration lessons. Among the distinguished visitors were His Highness 
Raja Sri Sir Rama Varma, G. o. s I., a. o. I. E., F. H. D-, members of the Royal 
Family, Raja. Yasudeva Raja, c. I. el, the Hon’ble Sir B. S. Sivaswamy Iyer, K. 
o. s. i., c. r. f,., and Dr. Meenvarth, Superintendent of the Petrograd Museum. 

The zoological garden attached to the museum also developed dur¬ 
ing the year. Houses for monkeys and rabbits and porcupine and crocodile pits 

4 stag deer and an ibex which died of anthrax and tuberculosis respectively. 

About 40 specimens of important timber trees of the State forests and 
flowering plants were planted during the year, all of which showed signs of 
healthy growth. Several interesting specimens were presented to the zoo by 
private gentlemen and officers of the State. 














CHAPTER YI. 


CONCLUSION. 


I T is perhaps in concluding not inappropriate to extract from the record of the 
year’s administration the salient features of interest, of progress, or of 
promise which lie concealed in a medley of dry facts and figures and which 
without special mention might pass unnoticed, and to indicate in brief the 

247. Education in the State has for many years demanded and received 
a special measure of attention. Kiglrtly directed with a true perception of the 
real needs of the people, education is the basis and precondition of all real 
progress. Bnt there is a growing feeling that the pronounced literary type of 
education, which the existing system affords, does not meet all needs and in so far 
as it lures, irrespective of individual fitness and aptitude, all, without distinction to 
the goal of a literary education, it might be productive of a positive disservice to 
society. The aim of education is not to metamorphose one, who might, with 
appropriate training, become an efficient artisan into a third rate clerk or to induce 

post but to increase their efficiency in their own walk of life unless specially fitted 
for .another career, in which case the door is always open for the really competent. 

It is however no fault of the individual that institutions have not 
been provided peculiarly suited to his wants. An endeavour is being made to 
supply in one direction what the Darbar felt was a legitimate need. The first 
rural industrial school was opened during the year. It at once leapt into favour 
and the fact, that within a few days of its opening the school was full, may be 
taken to indicate that it supplied a real necessity. The area chosen was Chittur, 
a great weaving centre, and the object of the institution is to combine a certain 
measure of useful literary education with practical instruction in weaving and the 
hseof improved methods in the hope that it will ultimately lead to the betterment 
of an important local industry. The syllabus has been tentatively framed and 
it will be left to experience to dictate its final shape. The results of this 

To any who are inclined to lament that educational progress proceeds 
with leaden feet, the figures in this report are answer sufficient. 

The expenditure which in 1089 was Es. 4,30,000 is anticipated to 
reach Es. 5,77,000 in 1092 while the total gross revenues of the State which in 
1089 were 47 laklis are expected to yield 464 lakhs in 1092. 

There was an increase during the year of over 11% in the total number 
of pupils in the various institutions in the State while the boys and girls under in¬ 
struction represented 75'5% and 32'8% of the male and female population of school¬ 
going age in the State—figures which in the absence of compulsion arc noteworthy. 
Even more interesting however is the increase in the year of over 24% in the 
number of pupils drawn from the backward classes. Nor has quality been sacri¬ 
ficed, if examination results are a test of quality, for the Ernakulam College con¬ 
tinues to hold its traditional high place among the educational institutions of 
Southern India. 
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■ and difficulty which is now engaging the Darbar’s attention is the improvement 
of Mattanchery. The Darbar have had the advantage of Hr. Lanchester’s advice 
in this matter and the question is before a Town Improvement Committee who 
have been asked to formulate definite proposals* The improvement of medical 
aid in the State was under consideration during the year and orders will soon be 
issued in regard to itinerating dispensaries, the training of village midwives and 
nurses, the grant of aid to rural Ayurvedic dispensaries and the improvement 
of the principal medical institutions m the State so as to modernise them and 
increase their efficiency. 

The committee appointed to make a sanitary survey of the State sub¬ 
mitted its report and a programme of rural sanitary works is under preparation. 

254. Communications. —A programme of original works calculated to extend 
and improve the existing network of communications both by land and water so as 
to bring all important producing areas into easy communication with markets is 
under consideration. When this programme is completed the main arteries of 
communications should form a properly regulated system. The Darbars sugges¬ 
tion made last year to link up the. proposed Dindigal-Palghat railway line 
directly with Trichur which was accepted by the Madras G overnment has ad¬ 
vanced a step nearer practical execution by the completion of the reconnaisance 
survey of the proposed line. Another matter of considerable importance to the 
State is the question of the alignment of the Dindigul-Palghat line. Early in the 
year 1916 when the matter first came to their notice, the Darbar addressed a re¬ 
presentation to the Madras Government pointing out that the survey went out of 
its way by a detour to avoid Cochin territory and asking for a reconsideration 
of the alignment as at present proposed, in the interests not only of the State 
hut of the line itself. No definite reply has as yet been received. 

. 255. Abkari. —The statistics available show a sufficiently considerable in¬ 
crease in the consumption of spirits during the year to postulate an increase 
of the drinking habit. It is a matter of grave doubt if any of the remedies sug¬ 
gested for this evil short of legislative prohibition, are calculated to effect any 
permanent material reduction in its extent, and as for that extreme preventitive, it 
is yet, for more reasons than one, hardly within the bounds of practical possibility. * 
Every effort will be made to effect a reasonable reduction in the number of liquor 
shops and this with an increase of price may possibly have some slight effect, but 
it is in the highest degree doubtful if these are an effective solution of the problem, 
or if the attractions of the coffee shop are sufficient to sensibly affect the clientele 
of the liquor taverns. In rural and urban areas in Cochin, coffee stalls are certainly 
more common than liquor shops and though the former appear to have sensibly 
increased of late years, so far from a pari passu reduction in the consumption of 
spirits, the reverse has been the case. It would however be of interest to know 
how far drinking habits are contracted in youth and if the contamination at 
this source is extensive. If so, a partial palliative may be found for the evil. 
This aspect of the question is receiving attention. 

256. General. —It is the aim of the Darbar to associate the people in an 
ever-increasing degree with the work of administration. The appointment of 
Honorary Magistrates is under consideration and the full development of the 
village Panchayat system will eventually result in the devolution of a considerable 

In conclusion it remains for me to^ make mention of the work of the 
officers of the State upon whose shoulders falls the task of working the machinery 
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of administration. Almost every development and reform carries in its train a fresh 
volume of work to augment, in many cases, duties already sufficiently onerous. 
There are few departments in which there has not been year after year a steady 
enhancement of -work and responsibility and it is due to a deserving body of public 
servants to acknowledge that each extra demand has in almost every case been 
cheerfully and efficiently met. 


TRICHUR. 
December 18, 1916- 


J. W. BHORE, 

Diwan of Cochin. 
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(xvi) Statement shewing registration of documents in the several Registry offices ot the Cochin State during the years loeo and 1001M. 
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